FUNDS  FOR  PUBLIC  REBUILDING

found to convert the Mayor and the Sheriffs into salaried
officials for the period of their office. Their expenses were
heavy and, robbed of patronage which was legally theirs, they
could not support them. The reformers granted them allow-
ances and at the same time tried to reduce their expenses by
cutting down the splendour of their hospitality. Unfortunately
for the financial future of the City, the grants were regarded as
insufficient, and the attempt failed, A good and popular Lord-
Mayor-elect refused the office, 'the ancient perquisites and late
allowances made in consideration thereof being wholly taken
away',1 and in September 1653 the movement was virtually
terminated with a vote that the next Lord Mayor should have
all that had been enjoyed by any mayor during the twenty
years prior to i649.2 Thus the most ambitious and con-
structive of the Common Council's efforts came to nought.3
The state of the City's finances had however been thoroughly
aired and, if the improvements made were mostly at the ex-
pense of the future,* the debts had been reduced, and the
future had been left under no illusions concerning the need for
care. Those in authority in 1666 knew the weaknesses of their
inheritance and, if they seemed niggardly or over-cautious,
their actions had every justification that prudence and good
stewardship could supply.

The results of the reforming movement and the debt of the
City in 1666 are shown in the table on p. 177.*

t., 61, f. 23 6v. The mayor-elect, John Kendricke, was subsequently prevailed
upon to take office, agreeing to do so 'for the Citty's quiet and peace': (ibid., f. 240).
*Jor., 41, f. 88v.
8 The whole movement may be traced in Jor., 41, ff. 1-151 passim. It was compli-
cated by the resentment of the Court of Aldermen against the general attack which was
being made upon them and upon their privileges. If the financial reforms could have
been dissociated from the latter, more might have been accomplished.
* The revenue was increased, inter alia, by sanctioning the renewal of leases within
15 years of expiry for terms up to 6 1 years, in total, provided that the fine was not less
than ii years* purchase: (Jor., 41, f. 65). All possible speed was made with the sale of
the remaining lands held as security for loans made to James I and Charles I (the
*Royal Contract*).
6 These figures have been compiled from the City Cask Books, the Orphan? Ledgers,
and the ledgers of debts due from the City. WhSst they represent what are, I hope,
accurate computations or transcriptions, it must always be remembered that they are
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